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Welcome to Oxford 2022

W

elcome to the conference
handbook, which is your
one-stop guide to this year’s
Rotary in the Thames Valley
District Conference, whether you are a delegate,
a speaker, an exhibitor, or a potential sponsor.
The handbook contains everything you need to
know about the three-day event, including
programme details, venue details, as well as
information about entertainment on both Friday
and Saturday evening, as well as guidance
regarding accommodation and hotels.
Information about transportation has also been
included, both in terms of parking at the venues,
and also coach provision. The handbook also
provides details of some of the Sunday events,
with tours of the Rotary colleges hosted by the
Rotary scholars, and news of three environmental
activities which are being planned.
There is also a separate section at the beginning
offering Covid guidance, and a thorough guide as
to the procedures we will be following over the
three days of Oxford 2022, and at the various
venues..
As an online handbook, this will be updated
regularly in the weeks leading up to the Rotary
District Conference, but hopefully it will give you
a measure of what to expect.

Packages & prices
Full weekend delegate fee: £75
One day fee: £55
(full access to Friday or Saturday)
Rotaract, Interact, Rotary Scholar
weekend delegate fee: £55
Rotakids: Free
Friday evening dinner-theatre: £25
St Patrick’s Day dinner
@ Keble College: £65
We are looking forward to putting on a safe and
exciting conference which will have something for
everyone.
What we have provided is a packed programme of
activities, while mindful that some of these plans
may have to be adjusted because of issues around
the pandemic. These may even be last minute
changes.

And, if you are reading this handbook without
having booked for the conference, or maybe you
are interested in taking part in one of the activities
Above all, at a time when the world has been
outside of the plenary sessions, then please sign
rocked by Covid, we hope Oxford 2022 will enable
up by registering at:
Rotary to get back to business. Let’s get in on!

www.rotary1090conference.org

To contact the Oxford 2022 team, email: editor@rotarygbi.org
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Be inspired by Oxford 2022

H

ERE we are, more than 18 months in
the planning, but I am delighted to
welcome you to Oxford 2022.

I was part of the organising team
two years ago for District Governor Frank Quinn’s
District Conference at Newbury Racecourse. Many
of you will remember how Frank’s conference took
place just before COVID-19 and its global impact
was fast becoming a reality.
The week after Frank’s conference in March
2020, the full force of Covid was felt nationwide,
when the country began the first of several
lockdowns.

Unfortunately, last year’s District Governor,
Marius Hopley, was unable to hold a planned
face-to-face District Conference in Eastbourne
and instead hosted a one-day virtual conference
in May. Marius will be succeeding me as District
Governor this July, and I know he is hoping to
mark his year with a face-to-face District
Conference in 2023.
So here we are - two years after Newbury - in
Oxford, a city I know and love, and where I work
at the university in the law faculty. Oxford is one
of the most beautiful places in England, a city
steeped in history and also full of surprises.

part in a technology tournament, and the
conference will also welcome Rotakids,
Interactors, and Rotaractors from the Rotary
family, along with Inner Wheel.
I am pleased we have Rotary scholars with us,
an aspect of Rotary I have been closely involved
with for many years. Scholars will be taking part in
one of the plenary sessions and they will also
hosting tours of the Oxford colleges on Sunday.

The plenary sessions are filled with exciting
speakers covering a range of subjects who, I hope,
will inspire, challenge and entertain you. And I am
delighted we will be organising a number of
environmental projects on the Sunday.

Oxford was a natural choice as a venue for
my District Conference, although not without its
With fantastic entertainment lined up on both
challenges. However, my conference team,
Friday and Saturday evening, and a vibrant Rotary
which is drawn from a number of Rotary clubs
Village featuring more than 40 causes, this
across the District, has been wonderful to produce promises to be a fantastic weekend.
a first class event.
I look forward to seeing you there!
The theme of this year’s conference is “Rotary
Karen Eveleigh
doing good in the world”, a showcase of Rotary in
District 1090 and around the world. We will be
District Governor
joined over the weekend by schoolchildren taking

Oxford 2022: Covid policy

F

OR this year’s
conference we are asking delegates to wear
masks and ensure they
are vaccinated, unless holding a
medical exemption.
We are asking all delegates to
take a lateral flow test in the 24hours leading up to conference.
Anyone who contracts Covid
symptoms during or after the
conference is asked to email:
peekay63@hotmail.co.uk

The safety of all participants is
of paramount concern to us,
and that means all working
together to ensure we create
the safest of environments.

•

Please wear a mask when
walking about any of the
conference venues.

With masks, it is a matter of
choice and while many places
have been relaxed about it, we
know many delegates have
The conference team has
chosen to come to conference
decided to row back from
asking all delegates to produce knowing there are measures in
proof of their Covid vaccination place.
or medical exemption every
So please be respectful.
time they enter a venue.
There will be no checking and
However, in a bid to ensure the no enforcement.
confidence, health and security
These are common sense
of delegates, we are making
measures designed with the
three requests:
spirit of caring for those
•
All delegates are fully
around you.
vaccinated, unless they
hold a medical exemption. Extensive risk assessments
have been carried out at each
•
Please take a lateral flow venue and Covid precautions
test 24 hours before
will be put in place based on
conference and over the
the latest Health England and
weekend.
Government advice.

We will have a sticker system
for registration badges to avoid
any social awkwardness while
meeting people indicating:
•

Red: no touching, keep
your distance.

•

Yellow: happy for contact

You can make your choice of a
red or yellow sticker when you
register.
Seating at the King’s Centre will
be theatre-style and suitably
socially-distanced.
Similar restrictions will be put in
place at Keble College and at
Exeter Hall, although with food
and drink being consumed,
common sense is required by all
attendees with wearing masks.
Posters will be positioned at all
venues advising delegates of the
restrictions, and there will be
sanitising stations.

Rotary President, Shekhar Mehta

A

S we focus on membership in Rotary,
I ask you to help make history this
year. For more than 20 years, our
membership has stood at 1.2 million.

let us be sure to engage these new members,
because an engaged Rotarian is an asset forever.
And remember that engaging our current
members and keeping them in our clubs is just
as important as bringing in newcomers.

Rotary is a vibrant organization with a 116-year
history, members in more than 220 countries
and geographic areas, and a rich legacy of work
in polio eradication and other humanitarian
programmes. Rotary has changed so much in
our own lives and the lives of others.

Let us also be ready to form new clubs, especially
flexible ones. I am very bullish on clubs that hold
virtual or hybrid meetings, and satellite clubs and
cause-based clubs can also be very effective ways
of growing Rotary.

As we Serve to Change Lives, don't you think
Rotary could have an even greater impact on the
world if more people were practising ‘service
above self’? My vision is to
increase Rotary
membership to 1.3 million
by July 2022, and the call to
action is simple: 'Each One,
Bring One'.

As you grow more, you will be able to do more.
Let us keep empowering girls through our work in
each of the areas of focus. Scholarships for girls,
toilets in schools, health and
hygiene education there is so
much we can do. Projects
focused on the environment
are also attracting interest the
world over.

This year I want every Rotarian and Rotaractor to introduce a new person into their
club. We are a membership
organization, and members
are our greatest asset. You
are the ones who contribute
so generously to The Rotary
Foundation.

Participate in these projects
locally and internationally to
make this world a better place
for us and for all species. Each
of you is a Rotary brand
ambassador and all of the
wonderful work done by
Rotarians around the world
needs to be shared outside
the Rotary community. Use social media to tell
your friends, colleagues, and relatives stories of
service above self.

You are the ones who dream big to bring good
into the world through meaningful projects.
And, of course, you are the ones who have put
the world on the brink of eradicating polio. As
we make membership a priority this year, let us
focus on diversity by reaching out to younger
people and especially to women.
Every club should celebrate its new members,
and every Rotarian, who sponsors a member will
be personally recognized by me. And those who
are successful in bringing in 25 or more members
will be part of our new Membership Society.
Even as we share the gift of Rotary with others,

Finally, I'm challenging every club, during the
coming year, to plan at least one Rotary Day of
Service that will bring together volunteers from
inside and outside Rotary and will celebrate and
showcase the work of your club in your
community.
Visit rotary.org to find out more about all of these
initiatives, along with other ways to Serve to
Change Lives.

Shekhar Mehta

Rotary Director, Nicki Scott

A

s we tentatively emerge from an
extraordinary year, where we all
adapted to challenges unforeseen in
Rotary, and as individuals in unison
with everyone across the world, it is time to take
a deep breath and contemplate the future.

Meeting online forced us to look beyond the walls
of our clubs and realise the whole world of Rotary
is open to us. Our common bond of service
transcended club, district and country borders.

Those opportunities were always there. but it took
a global pandemic to help us to think differently.
So many have experienced so much pain and loss Let’s pause and ask why we do what we do, and
and yet, simultaneously, this pandemic has served does it add value to our members and those we
as an enormous catalyst for so much change. We
serve.
now understand the extremes of isolation and
Rotary is built on a strong foundation of amazing
unity in shared experiences,
values: friendship, leadership,
irrespective of individual
integrity, diversity and service.
differences.
It is about treating each other
Uncertainty exists, but there
are some things we know for
sure as Rotarians invested in
our motto of Service Above Self:
we need to come together to
help our local and global
communities recover.

with respect and embracing our
individual uniqueness no matter
who we are. It is about being
kind and open to engaging with,
and learning from, others to
embrace our unity as human
beings.

Our work is closely aligned to
the United Nation’s sustainable
development goals which provide a blueprint for
peace and prosperity for people and the planet:
now and into the future. They first coined the
phrase Build Back Better in 2006. Let’s take the
lessons learned this past year and ask how can
we build forward better, fairer and greener?

These values will never change.

The answer is a shift in mindset and culture which
means changing our behaviour. This is true for
everyone including Rotary. Alternative strategies,
goals and fresh ideas are embodied throughout
the 2021-24 Action Plan for Rotary GB&I which
will drive greater collaboration, cohesiveness and
continuity.
If Covid-19 has taught us nothing else, it is that we
must act in unison for the greater good.

It is important that we enjoy our volunteer work
with those we are alongside.
Rotary GB&I is ahead of the game with respect to
embracing environmental issues, which is now
recognised as our new seventh area of focus
worldwide.
There is much to do to help our communities and
enable new people of all ages who share our heart
for making positive social impact, to discover the
gift of giving through Rotary.

We are all champions of change and now is the
time to live up to our promise of being People of
Action. Let’s get to work!

Nicki Scott

Getting to Oxford

T

HE great thing about Oxford serving as a •
location for the District 1090 conference,
is that for most delegates, the city is no
more than an hour’s drive or train ride.

However, parking in Oxford is not necessarily
easy or cheap, so for this conference we have had
to look at transportation very carefully.
Over the next few pages, we provide a guide for
•
you to make sure your journey is hassle-free.
Here are the key points:
King’s Centre
•

There is free parking at the King’s Centre
(OX2 0ES) and, on Saturday-only, there is
some street parking along Osney Mead. Car
Parking has also been secured at the Bodleian
•
car park on Osney Mead (OX2 0EW). Those
who pre-registered for car parking have been
set parking permits for one of the car parks. If
you don’t have a parking space reserved and
would like one, then email:
peekay63@hotmail.co.uk

As an alternative, there is a Park & Ride car
park at Seacourt, which is a mile from the
King’s Centre. The cost is: £2 (1-11 hours) or
£4 (11-24 hours). Get off the Park & Ride bus
on the Botley Road by Bridge Street and
before the Osney Bridge, for a 10-minute walk
along the River Thames to the King’s Centre,
which will be signposted.
There are other Park & Ride car parks dotted
about Oxford, and maps of these can be
found on the following pages. All buses will
take you to the city centre. If you fix on
Oxford Railway Station, the King’s Centre is a
15-minute walk, briefly down the Botley Road,
under the bridge, and then left along the River
Thames to the King’s Centre.
Some delegates may choose to come to
Oxford by train. The King’s Centre will be
signposted, the walk is brief, but there are
plenty of taxis at the railway station
(approximate fare cost £7.10).

Getting to Oxford
Continued from page 10
King’s Centre / continued
•

Some delegates staying for the weekend, may
choose to leave their vehicles at the Park &
Ride and use public transport to get to their
hotel and venues. There will be a secure
luggage area at the King’s Centre, supervised
at all times, should delegates wish to leave
their bags.
Friday evening dinner-theatre @ Exeter Hall

•

We expect most delegates attending the
dinner-theatre in Kidlington will make their
own way there. It is a 20-minute drive, and
there is a map on page 12.

•

We are also planning to run a coach from the
King’s Centre to Exeter Hall, leaving at around
5.45pm, and then returning to the King’s
Centre, after the evening from 10pm, via
Oxford Railway Station and Keble College.
Keble College dinner @ Saturday evening

wish to change at the King’s Centre.
•

•

Parking around Keble College is available at
around £5.70 for the evening, but is sparse.

•

We plan to run a coach from the King’s Centre
to Keble College, leaving at around 5.45pm.
•
The coach will return to the King’s Centre
after the dinner at around 11pm, via Oxford
Railway Station.

•

Of course, some delegates may choose to take
taxis from the King’s Centre to their
accommodation and then onto Keble College.
A number of delegates have booked overnight
accommodation at Keble College, so the
timing will allow them to change for the
dinner. There will be facilities for those who

Unfortunately, we will not be providing coach
transport from Keble College to the King’s
Centre on Friday or Saturday morning.
College tours and Environmental activities
We are not providing transport for the college
tours or the environmental activities on the
Sunday morning. Logistically, because of the
numbers, this would be difficult.

•

For taxis, we would recommend



Royal Cars at royal-cars.com or 01865 777333



Oxford Cars at oxfordcars.co.uk
or 01865 778866



ABC Radio Cars at abcradiocars.co.uk or
01865 242424.

Parking in Oxford

King’s Centre Car Park: OX2 0E2

Bodleian Osney Car Park: OX2 0EW

Park & Ride in Oxford
THERE are park & ride sites around Oxford. The
closest to the King’s Centre is Seacourt
(OX2 0HP), which is a mile apart.
All park & ride sites are open 24-hours, seven
days a week and vehicles can be left overnight
for a maximum of 72 hours.
You can pay for parking and a day return ticket
for two adults and up to three children for £6.80
(£2 car parking & £4.80 bus fare).
You must enter your full vehicle registration

when buying a ticket at one of the ticket
machines which takes cash or card. You do not
have to display the ticket in your vehicle, it can
be presented to the driver for travel on the bus.
You can leave your car overnight:

•
•
•
•
•

0-1 hour free: £0.00
1-11 hours: £2.00
11-24 hours: £4.00
24-48 hours: £8.00
48-72 hours: £12.00

A technology treat!

O

XFORD 2022 is delighted to be
welcoming schools from across the city,
as well as the Thames Valley region to
take part in a Rotary Technology
Tournament.

Rotary Technology Tournaments are a
challenging and enjoyable way for young people to
enrich their STEM learning (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths).
The teams of pupils, typically in groups of four,
have to solve an interactive technology-based task
and are required to design, develop and build a
solution with the materials supplied.
Tournaments culminate in the testing session
when teams demonstrate their best solution to the
task and can observe the efforts of competing
teams.
Stewards are on hand to guide the pupils
throughout and offer a helping hand where
necessary to ensure everyone gets the most from
the experience. The tournament is judged by
Rotary members and guests with backgrounds in
engineering, technology and design.

As STEM subjects continue to be a key part
of the school curriculum, Rotary Technology
Tournaments support not only academic learning,

A warm
welcome
to Inner
Wheel

but teach skills such as teamwork, communication
and timekeeping.
Technology Tournaments are designed for
secondary school pupils aged 11-16, with an
advanced age level for 16 to 18-year olds.
All costs are paid by the organising Rotary clubs
and there is no entry cost to school teams other
than any potential transport to and from the event.
The teams will be working on their projects on
Friday morning in the Cotswold Hall, and then prizes
will be presented on the main stage in the Thames
Hall on Friday afternoon during the first plenary
session at 2.45pm.
Chas Cairns (Thatcham & District) &
Alistair Knox (Reading Maiden Erlegh)

OXFORD 2022 is delighted to
welcome Inner Wheel to the
conference and, in particular, to
Jennie Evans, District Chairman
of Inner Wheel District 9.

clubs based in Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.

In 1937, a party of Rotarians from
the Rotary Club of Uxbridge,
accompanied by their wives,
Jennie, a member of High Wycombe attended the national Rotary
Inner Wheel, will be hosting a
conference in Bournemouth. They
session on Friday. It will feature a
formed District 9’s first Inner Wheel
presentation from former customs club. There are more than 100,000
officer, Malcolm Nelson.
Inner Wheel members worldwide in
100 countries.
District 9 covers 10 Inner Wheel

To access free wi-fi at the
King’s Centre, find:

King’s Centre Premium
Code: 28129-74776

Thames Valley Rotary District Conference
March 18th – 20th, 2022.
‘Doing Good in the World’

Friday, March 18th
King’s Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES

General:
8.30am: Registration of school teams for technology tournament
11am: Conference registration opens

12pm: Lunch

Cotswold Hall: Technology Tournament
8.30am: Registration of school teams.
9.20am: Welcome and safety announcements.
9.30am: Competition starts.

10am: Planning, design and construction.
12.15pm: Design portfolios collected. Judges start assessment.
12.30pm: Lunch.
1pm: Teams complete construction.
1.45pm: Adjudicated testing starts.
2.20pm: Testing concluded.
2.45pm: Winners announced in Thames Hall.
3pm: School teams depart.

Friday, March 18th
King’s Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES
Thames Hall: Plenary sessions
Inner Wheel:
1pm: Introduction & housekeeping, Conference Chairman, Dave King
1.05pm: Speaker: Welcome by Jennie Evans – District Chairman of Inner
Wheel District 9 (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire)
1.15pm: Speaker: Malcolm Nelson, ex-Customs officer – ‘Forty years catching smugglers’.
1.58pm: Finish

Plenary session 1:
2pm: Welcome video
2.02pm: Welcome & housekeeping, Dave King
2.05pm: Speaker: District Governor, Karen Eveleigh
2.08pm: Speaker: Lord Mayor of Oxford, Councillor Mark Lygo
2.15pm: Speaker: Sarah Shears, Rotary Youth Leadership Award District Organiser
2.25pm: Speaker: Treekly - Jon Bunning & Keith Mortimer
2.45pm: Presentations: Technology tournament presentations
with Chas Cairns, Alistair Knox & the Lord Mayor of Oxford.
3.05pm: Break

Plenary session 2:
3.35pm: Speaker: Rotary soapbox
4.05pm: Speaker: Aaron Dryden - Director of Carer Support, Carers UK

4.30pm: Speaker: Hannah Ingram-Moore –
founder of The Captain Tom Foundation.
5pm: Close session.

Speakers
Jennie Evans
Jennie is District 9 Inner Wheel Chairman (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire)
and has been a member of the Inner Wheel Club of High Wycombe since 2009. She
has chosen ‘Mind’ Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire as her charity this year. Jennie
has a great deal of interest in mental health. She qualified as a counsellor in 2006 and
continues to work in a voluntary role. www.innerwheeldistrict9.org.uk


Friday, session 1

Malcolm Nelson
Malcolm Nelson worked for 40 years for HM Customs and Excise. He was mainly
based at Heathrow, but he also spent time at London Port, Dover, and most major
airports across Europe. He discovered the largest quantity of drugs by weight in a
single suitcase - 42 kilos of compressed herbal cannabis.


Friday, session 1

Councillor Mark Lygo
Councillor Lygo is the Lord Mayor of Oxford, having been a city councillor since 2008.
The first recorded Mayor of Oxford is Turchillus, who held the honour from 1122 to
1123. Mark has chosen to raise funds for Wood Farm Youth Centre, the Ark-T Centre
and Oxfordshire Mind during his term.


Friday, session 1

Sarah Shears
Sarah has been a member of Maiden Erlegh Rotary in Reading since 2013, and is the
District Organiser for the Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) scheme in Rotary in
the Thames Valley. RYLA is a leadership training and skill development course for
18 to 25-year-olds, enabling them to bring new found confidence back into their
communities. https://bit.ly/3HzSllc


Friday, session 1

Detailed profiles can be found at: www.rotary1090conference.org

Speakers
Jon Bunning
Jon, along with Keith Mortimer, is the co-founder of Treekly. They have
developed an environmental app which encourages participants to turn their
footsteps into forests. The Norwich-based business has been partnering with
Rotary clubs and Districts across Great Britain & Ireland helping the
environment. www.treekly.org


Friday, session 1

Aaron Dryden
Aaron is Director of Carer Support with Carers UK. With 20 years experience in the
disability sector, Aaron is responsible for the charity’s work to support carers,
including the helpline, information, listening support, membership and volunteering.
www.carersuk.org


Friday, session 2

Hannah Ingram-Moore

Hannah was an integral part of a project which saw her late father, Captain Tom
Moore, raise £38.9 million for the NHS at the height of the pandemic. As a result,
The Captain Tom Foundation was created so that they could continue to raise funds
and shine a light on the values held dear to her father. https://captaintom.org/


Friday, session 2

Detailed profiles can be found at: www.rotary1090conference.org

Rotary in the Thames Valley
& Lemon Squeeze
Productions presents

Dinner-theatre featuring:
Rossetti’s Women
Will’s Will

With catering provided by the Climatarian Kitchen
www.cherwellcollective.com

Getting there

Exeter Hall,
Oxford Road, OX5 1AB

Exeter Hall is 6.7 miles from the King’s Centre, or a 15-minute drive:
•

Head along the Botley Road (A420) towards the Botley Interchange.

•

Take A34 northbound (Midlands/Banbury/Northampton/M40).

•

Take A44 exit (Evesham/Woodstock), aim for A4260 (signed Kidlington)

•

Travel 2.3 miles along A4260. Exeter Hall is on the left-hand side with parking
for about 100 cars.
Two coaches will leave the King’s Centre for Exeter Hall at 5.45pm.
After the show, at around 10pm, the coaches will return via the Seacourt
Park & Ride, King’s Centre, Oxford Railway Station and Keble College.

Rossetti’s Women
Written and directed by Joan Greening

Cast:
Jane Morris: Sarah Archer
Lizzie Siddal: Emma Hopkins
Fanny Cornforth: Julia Munrow

Time: The action of the play takes place between 1856 to 1882

Rossetti’s Women delves into the outrageous sex life and disastrous marriage of
Dane Gabriel Rossetti, the 19th Century poet, illustrator, painter and translator, who
founded the pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. The erstwhile wife, the earthy harlot, or
the conniving socialite – which muse did Rossetti love the most?

Thank you for the support of the Rotarians from
Oxford North Rotary Club for their organisation
and marshalling of the dinner-theatre evening.
Also, thank you to Norman Jones from ElthorneHillingdon Rotary Club for his technical assistance.

TIMETABLE
6pm: Doors & bar open
7pm: Rosetti’s Women
8pm: Supper - provided by Climatarian Kitchen
9pm: Will’s Will

10pm: Close

Will’s Will
A Comedy
Written and directed by Joan Greening.

Music and Lyrics by Emma Hopkins

Time: The action of the play takes place in 1616

Cast:
Anne Hathaway: Sarah Archer
Jane D’Avenant: Emma Hopkins
Anne Whateley: Julia Munrow

William Shakespeare has died and Anne Hathaway is trying to make sense of his will.
She is interrupted by Anne Whateley who claims a share of the inheritance and insists
she was also married to Will.
Jane D’Avenant arrives and claims that she has Will’s son and also claims a share. Anne
Hathaway is left to sort out fact from fiction and find a fair way to divide her inheritance.
The play has a surprising ending and could almost be one of Shakespeare’s plots!

The cast and director
Sarah Archer: Sarah has performed comedy UK-wide. Acting roles include
Angela in My Brilliant Divorce, Lilly Langry in The Amours of Lillie Langtry and
the Tea Lady in her own play Dearly Beloved. www.saraharcher.co.uk
Emma Hopkins: Emma has performed from Viola to Bottom, and brought
Lady Macbeth to life Hell Hath No Fury. Other roles include Carol in Oleanna
and Jean-Marie Langtry in The Amours of Lillie Langtry.
www.emma-hopkins.com
Julia Munrow: Julia has worked across film, TV and theatre, with Luc Besson
and Lionsgate, Handmade Films, the BBC and she played Lesley in Emmerdale.
In theatre, she was worked all over the UK, including with Alan Ayckbourn and
Mark Rylance. www.juliamunrow.com
Joan Greening (writer and director): Joan, who is a member of the
Rotary Club of Elthorne-Hillingdon, is an award winning writer and
director. She has written sit-coms for ITV including The Cabbage Patch
and Troubles and Strife. Her theatre plays are published with Lazy Bee
Scripts and are performed nationally and internationally. Her recent play
Rossetti’s Women was performed at the Edinburgh Festival in 2021,
received five-star reviews and nominated for an award. www.joangreening.com

Join us at the Brighton Fringe!
WHAT do you get when you cross a dead
iguana, an employee with a very rare medical
condition and the HR department in a high-end
toilet factory?
Crunch! The new comedy drama from Sarah
Archer.

And Jackie is the ambitious, and highly-strung
new girl who is struggling to find her place in
her family and the world.
But really, this is the tale of three people who
talk without sharing what’s really important
and the chaos that ensues as a result.

Arthur is an over-promoted HR Manager, trying Join Paula, Jackie and Arthur at Crown Privvy
to find the path of least resistance in a world
Ltd at the Brighton Fringe this May.
that has changed dramatically around him.
Dates: May 6th, 10th, 19th & 20th @ 19.30
Paula is the long-suffering HR advisor who
Venue: Latest Bar Theatre, 14-17 Manchester
keeps the ship afloat and herself sane by
Street, Kemptown, Brighton, BN21TF
poking fun at her boss.
Tickets – https://www.lemon-squeeze.co.uk

Dinner is served with
the Cherwell Collective

T

he food for the dinner-theatre at Exeter
Hall will be provided by a community
interest company called the Cherwell
Collective.

They serve several community
groups in Oxfordshire, including
the Cherwell Larder, with over
1,700 registered users seeking food
support, Harvest @ Home, which
helps more than 900 people learn
to grow food and support
community gardens all over the
county, Oxford Party Library with
more than 1,500 users sharing party
supplies to keep costs and waste
down, and Climatarian Kitchen, a surplus and seasonal cafe serving the community in Kidlington.
In 2020, Cherwell Collective saved the carbon
equivalent of over 1500 trees’
lifetimes by saving food waste.
For their work serving the vulnerable during the COVID lockdown, they were awarded the
EESC Civil Solidarity Award in
2020 for "food supply and assistance to vulnerable groups".
This prize was given for innovation, because the Cherwell Collective not only
provides food, but it also empowers people to
grow their own food, provide meal kits and
recipes, as well as a community cafe to inspire
more flexible, less wasteful diets.
Their cafe, the Climatarian Kitchen, operates
out of Exeter Hall in Kidlington on Thursdays and
Saturdays. They serve a set menu, primarily for
the older adults in the community on Thursdays.
On Saturday, the cafe runs a seasonal menu,
where suggested donations reflect the environ-

mental cost of dietary choices.

All of the food used in Climatarian Kitchen is
donated surplus supplied from local businesses,
its partner, the Oxford Food Hub, or grown locally
in one of Harvest @ Home’s
GreenSpace gardens.
They are also the in-house
catering unit for Exeter Hall. In
November, 2021, using only surplus
and food they had grown, the group
fed the local Air Cadets, British Royal
Legion, and other dignitaries for the
first of what is hoped will become an
annual village Remembrance Lunch.
In March, 2022, the Cherwell Collective is
looking forward to another honour: catering for
the Rotary District Conference. Their staff cook
with love and expertise, as well as
flexibility. They often harvest
herbs and produce the morning
before our lunches.
For the Rotary supper, they
are planning to serve a selection
of appetizers and finger food
before the entertainment starts, a
main during intermission, and a
pudding after the show. They are excited to show
off their skills and hope Rotarians will love the
food, while reducing the carbon footprint and
helping the vulnerable in our community.
The Cherwell Collective is supported by
Cherwell District Council, as well as The National
Lottery and Oxfordshire County Council. They rely
on the generosity of volunteers who share their
time, experience, skills, and expertise to empower
our community.

We will also be holding a collection at the King’s Centre following the first plenary session
on Saturday morning. Delegates can donate either by cash or card, and there will also be
opportunities to make a donation by card over the weekend.
The collection will follow a joint presentation from Allan Smith, who is leading the Rotary
GB&I Ukraine Crisis Task Force, and John Philip, from the International Rotary Fellowship
of Healthcare Professionals.
Money raised at the conference during Oxford 2002 will be collected by Wallingford &
Didcot District Rotary trust fund and then paid to the International Rotary
Fellowship of Healthcare professionals to send to Rotary clubs in Ukraine and
Poland with whom the fellowship has built up good working relationships. These funds
will be used to buy medical supplies and other humanitarian aid.
The fellowship has established safe channels to transfer funds to Rotary in Ukraine and
Poland. Every penny we raise will go to frontline Rotarians. Their primary focus will be on
providing safe and essential medical care. But the conditions on the frontline are changing
rapidly, so they will use the funds for emergency care as needed.

Saturday, March 19th
King’s Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES
Cotswold Hall: Rotary Village
8.30am-5.30pm: Rotary Village opens
5pm– 6pm: Rotary Village tea and cake celebration
(including Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert book signing)

Thames Hall: Plenary sessions
Plenary session 3:
9.30am: Welcome message from Rotary International
President, Shekhar Mehta
9.35am: Welcome & housekeeping: Dave King
9.37am: Speaker: District Governor, Karen Eveleigh
9.45am: Speaker: Rotary scholars: Mirjam Rocholl, Mackenzie Griffith, Katrina Kalcic
10am: Speakers: Allan Smith, Rotary GB&I Ukraine Crisis Task Force &
Dr John Philip, Rotary Fellowship of Healthcare Professionals.
There will be a collection for the Rotary GB&I Ukraine Appeal at the break
10.30am: Break

Plenary session 4:
11.10am: Speakers: Donna Wallbank &
Michelle Hurter - Brynmawr Rotary
11.30am: Speakers: Rotary Soapbox
11.50am: Speaker: Helena Boden-Brewer, District Director
of Toastmasters International
12.10pm: Speaker: John Dunsterville - Musical Rotary
12.25pm: Rotary Village and catering instructions
12.30pm: Lunch

Saturday, March 19th
King’s Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 0ES
Plenary session 5:
2pm: Speaker: Gert-Jan van Dommelen – Co-founder, End Plastic Soup

2.20pm: Speaker: Abdirahman Mahamud, Senior Emergency Health Officer
at the World Health Organisation
2.45pm: Speaker: Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert, Saïd Professor of Vaccinology
at Oxford University
3.10pm: Break

Plenary session 6:
3.40pm: Presentations: District Service Awards
4.10pm: Environmental challenge and college tours
4.15pm: Speaker: Closing remarks – District Governor, Karen Eveleigh
4.20pm: Speaker: Chris Lubbe, former bodyguard to Nelson Mandela
5pm: Close

Speakers
Rotary scholars: Mirjam Rocholl, Mackenzie Griffith & Katrina Kalcic
For this academic year, The Rotary Foundation is funding 29 scholarships at
universities in the Thames Valley District Current Rotary Scholars. Oxford
University students Mirjam Rocholl, Mackenzie Griffith and Katrina Kalcic will
be speaking at the conference. Mirjam from Germany, who is
hosted by Windsor & Eton Rotary, is pursuing an MPhil in
social anthropology at Keble College, Mackenzie from the
USA, hosted by Marlow Bridge, is reading for an MPhil in
Developmental Studies at St Anthony’s College, and Katrina,
also from America and hosted by Windsor & Eton, is studying
Mackenzie
at Somerville College for a Master’s in public policy.
http://rotaryscholars1090.org/


Katrina

Mirjam

Saturday, session 3

Allan Smith & Dr John Philip
Allan, from Jersey Rotary, is a member of the Rotary GB&I’s
Disaster Response team, Allan is heading up the Rotary GB&I
Ukraine Task Force. The Task Force has been created to provide
a unified approach to the Ukraine crisis, especially to displaced
people both leaving and within Ukraine. Dr John Philip, from
Newbury Rotary, is Chair of the Rotary Fellowship of Healthcare
Professionals. He is leading the Fellowships’ network of volunteers to assist
with medical items in Ukraine where the situation is dire with medical shortages.


Saturday, session 3



Michelle Hurter & Donna Wallbank
Donna, a former Rotary in Great Britain & Ireland President,
and Michelle, are members of Brynmawr Rotary in South
Wales. The club delivered food and medication to vulnerable
families in the town during the pandemic. They will be
bringing a number of Brynmawr Rotary’s Interactors to
Oxford for the weekend.


Saturday, session 4

Detailed profiles can be found at: www.rotary1090conference.org

Speakers
Helena Boden-Brewer
Helena is District Director for Toastmasters International covering South England.
She is a member of both Aylesbury and Wokingham Speakers. She works as a
broadcast consultant specialising in UK channel launches.


Saturday, session 4

John Dunsterville
John ‘Dusty’ Dunsterville is an extremely talented professional musician with
many years performing experience. He is a member of Bourne End and Cookham
Rotary. He has been a session musician, and played on radio and TV, as well as
at festivals and venues including Wembley and Madison Square Garden.


Saturday, session 4

Gert-Jan van Dommelen
Gert-Jan is a member of Huizen-Gooimeer Rotary near Amsterdam, and is the
co-founder of the Rotary-driven group, End Plastic Soup. Their aim is simple; by
2050, to rid the world of the plastic soup which lingers in the oceans and seas, in
our lakes, rivers, forests, parks and streets


Saturday, session 5

Dr Abdirahaman Mahamud
Dr Abdirahman Mahamud is the Polio Eradication Initiative National Team Leader
for the World Health Organisation in Pakistan. He was among the first to see
reports out of China in December 2019 about a mysterious pneumonia-like illness
that we all now know as COVID-19.


Saturday, session 5

Detailed profiles can be found at: www.rotary1090conference.org

Speakers
Dame Professor Sarah Gilbert
Sarah Gilbert is Professor of Vaccinology in the Nuffield Department of Medicine at Oxford
University. She works on vaccines for many different emerging pathogens,
including influenza, and in 2020, initiated the SARS-CoV-2 vaccine project.
Sarah is the Oxford Project Leader for a vaccine against the novel coronavirus,
SARS-CoV-2. Along with Dr Catherine Green, Sarah is the author of the Sunday
Times bestseller, Vaxxers, which tells the inside story of the Oxford Astrazeneca
vaccine and the race against the virus. Sarah will be signing copies of the book at
the end of the conference, from 5pm, in the Thames Hall.


Saturday, session 5

Chris Lubbe
Chris grew up in South Africa and, at the height of apartheid, became a freedom
fighter, joining the banned African National Congress. He went on to become
Nelson Mandela’s bodyguard, and worked with the likes of Desmond Tutu and
FW De Klerk. Chris will be available to meet Rotarians at 5pm in the Thames Hall.


Saturday, session 6

Meet Professor Dame
Sarah Gilbert at book signing

V

AXXERS is the inside story of the

rolled out across the world to save millions of

Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine, from

lives from Covid-19.

two of the leading scientists who
created it.

In Vaxxers, we hear directly from Professor
Gilbert and her colleague Dr Catherine Green as

On Saturday at the end of the final plenary

they reveal the inside story of making the

session at 5pm, one of the authors, Professor

Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine and the cutting-edge

Dame Sarah Gilbert, will be

science and sheer hard work

in the Cotswold Hall where

behind it.

delegates can buy and
received signed copies of the

This is their story of fighting

book Vaxxers.

a pandemic as ordinary
people in extraordinary

You will also have a chance

circumstances.

to chat to Sarah about her
work following her

Sarah and Cath share the

presentation that afternoon.

heart-stopping moments in
the eye of the storm; they

Vaxxers is the story of a race

separate fact from fiction;

- not against other vaccines

they explain how they made

or other scientists, but

a highly effective vaccine in

against a deadly and

record time with the eyes of

devastating virus.

the world watching; and
they give us hope for the

On January 1st, 2020, Sarah

future.

Gilbert, Professor of Vaccinology at Oxford
University, read an article about four people in

Vaxxers invites us into the lab to find out how

China with a strange pneumonia. Within two

science will save us from this pandemic, and

weeks, she and her team had designed a vaccine how we can prepare for the inevitable next one.
against a pathogen that no one had ever seen
before.

Copies of the book, at a discounted price of £18,
will be on sale during the day in the Rotary

Less than 12 months later, vaccination was

Village with The Bookstore from Abingdon.

Make a pledge at
the Rotary Village

A

T each District Conference, the Rotary
https://rotary1090conference.org/
Village is one of the highlights of the
rotary-village-exhibitors/
conference experience. And this year’s
Have a look and get inspired by the sheer
Rotary Village will be no exception.
variety and commitment shown by these ‘visiting
An impressive array of stalls set up by small
cards’.
and national Charities and Rotary Projects at local
If your club is interested in taking part, please
and international level will be there for you to
contact conference treasurer, Colin Campbell,
explore.
who will outline the next steps. His email address
This will be an excellent opportunity to
engage with the people promoting those good
causes and running those projects, to learn more
about them and to find an interesting speaker for
your next club meeting.

is: cdcampbellandco@gmail.com

There will be causes and projects for every
taste, ranging from the environment and
meeting Rotary Scholars, through health and
education, to alleviating poverty both at home
and around the world.

Sort Code: 30-95-36

We all know that charities and also Rotary
Projects have suffered from a lack of funding
since the start of the coronavirus pandemic and
also from reduced government grants.
Many Rotary clubs have dug deep into their
reserves and have created new and innovative
ways of fundraising to give help where needed,
despite it all the difficulties.
We invite each Rotary club to make a pledge
to give up to £500 to the charities and projects
that are present at the Rotary Village.
It is your Rotary club’s choice whether or not
to take up this challenge. This donation can be
made towards one particular cause or it can be
divided over several, this is your own decision.
There is information about each charity
and project on the conference website at:

In practical terms, clubs are invited to deposit
the donation they want to pledge into the District
Conference Account at Lloyds Bank in the name
of “Rotary International District 1090”.
Account number: 47562668
Reference: P- (for pledge) followed by the name
of your Rotary club:
eg: P-RC Oxford
Your club will then receive vouchers in
multiples of £50, that your club attendees can
give to the chosen charities or projects.
The charities will hand in all their vouchers,
and receive one BACS payment together, with the
details of the supporting Rotary clubs. This will
enable them to send your club an
acknowledgement.
My team and I look forward to seeing you at
the Rotary Village and hope that you will enjoy
the exhibits and take lots of new ideas back to
your club.
Maya Smeulders, Astrid Nielsen,
Jacqui Lerch & Paul Smeulders

Make sure you visit
the Rotary Village
Exhibitors
WE’VE got a veritable feast of exhibitors for
the Rotary Village which takes place in the
Cotswold Hall on Saturday.

Besides many external exhibitors from causes
across the country, Rotary in the Thames Valley
will be represented by our environmental,
foundation and community teams, along with
the Rotary Scholars.

The Rotary Village runs from 8.30am to 6pm,
and the timetable has been scheduled do
there is plenty of time to visit during the breaks It will be a great place to network, as well as be
between the plenary sessions.
inspired by some of the fantastic causes.
•

Alzheimer’s Research UK

•

OK Our Kids

•

AmbaCare Solutions

•

Peace Umbrellas

•

APS Support UK

•

Prostate Cancer UK

•

Aquabox

•

Purple Community Fund

•

AW Matthews

•

Restore

•

Cecily’s Fund

•

Rotary Club of Abingdon Vesper

•

Cherwell Collective & Climatarian Kitchen

•

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

•

Disaster Aid UK & Ireland

•

ShelterBox

•

District 1090 Youth Team

•

Speak Up for the Planet

•

Elizabeth’s Legacy of Hope

•

Thames Valley Air Ambulance

•

International Health Partners

•

Toastmasters International

•

Mary’s Meals

•

Tools For Self Reliance

•

Mencap

•

Water Survival Box

•

Mercy Ships

Saturday, March 19th
Saturday evening conference dinner
Keble College, Banbury Road, Oxford OX1 3PG
6pm: Bar open
7pm: Keble College Chapel art talk by Joan Greening
8pm: Dinner
10pm: Guest speakers - Diana & Jonathan Cavendish.

Black tie & elegant wear

Getting there

Keble College,
Banbury Road, OX1 3PG

Keble College is 2.2 miles from the King’s Centre, or a 9-minute drive. It is situated
on the northern edge of Oxford city centre, just off Banbury Road and the northern
end of St Giles. It is opposite the University science area and the University Parks.
Visitors should enter Keble College via the Porter’s Lodge on St Giles.
For those wishing to travel between the venues via taxi, the cost is around £10.
There is limited off-street parking by the college which is pay and display. Taxi details are listed on page 11
On Saturday evening, coaches will run to Keble College from the King’s Centre..
Those wishing to change at the King’s Centre before stepping on the coaches can
do so.
Two coaches will leave the King’s Centre for Keble College at 6pm.
After the dinner, at around 11pm, the coaches will return via Oxford Railway
Station, Seacourt Park & Ride, and the King’s Centre

Map courtesy of keble.ox.ac.uk

A unique experience
at an Oxford college

O

XFORD is a place
steeped in history.
It is also home to
the oldest university
in the Englishspeaking world.
As a university, Oxford is a
unique and historic institution.
There is no clear date of
foundation, but teaching existed
at Oxford in some form in 1096
and developed rapidly from 1167,
when Henry II banned English
students from attending the
University of Paris.
The university has 39 colleges
which are self-funding, among
them Keble College, which is
where Rotary will be hosting a
Saturday evening dinner.
For many visitors to Oxford,
this is a rare opportunity to step
inside the inner sanctum of
academia and visit Keble College
with its neo-gothic red-brick
buildings.

Today, Keble is one of the
larger Oxford University colleges,
with more than 400
undergraduates and around 250
graduate students. Imran Khan,
the Prime Minister of Pakistan,
and former Chancellor, Ed Balls,
are among Keble College’s
alumni.

to view the notable painting,
‘Light of the World’ by William
Holman Hunt.
Since the dinner takes place
on St Patrick’s Day, we are
inviting guests to wear something
green for the three-course meal.

And our special guests for
the evening will be Diana and
The dinner on Saturday,
Jonathan Cavendish. Diana
March 19th, will take place in the Cavendish and husband Robin,
college dining room which looks who suffered from polio, were
It was established in 1870 as like the set of a Harry Potter film, the subject of the Hollywood film
and the inside of Hogwarts.
a monument to John Keble, a
‘Breathe’ featuring Andrew
leading member of the Oxford
Beforehand, there will be an Garfield and Claire Foy.
Movement which sought to stress opportunity to wander around
It promises to be a
the Catholic nature of the Church the amazing courtyard of the colmemorable evening.
of England.
lege and into the historic chapel

The light of the world
Hanging in the side chapel of Keble College
is William Holman Hunt’s celebrated
painting Light of the World, which guests
will be able to see before dinner on
Saturday evening. Rotarian Joan Greening
describes why this painting is so revered

Bethlehem Hunt performed at about this time.
Upon the completion of The Light of the
World, it was shown at the 1854 Royal Academy
exhibition, and was very popular: Arthur Sullivan's oratorio of the same name is inspired by it.

Almost twenty years later, a notable patron
of Pre-Raphaelite artists, Thomas Combe,
HE painting depicts a Biblical scene,
presented the painting to Keble College at
specifically Revelation 3:20, in which
Jesus says "Behold, I stand at the door Oxford University.
and knock".
There was some controversy
about this, since Combe wanted
Hunt painted the door as
the work to hang in the chapel
ancient and overgrown with no
that was imminent, but William
external handle, in order to
Butterfield, the building's
represent the problems of a
architect, objected. It took until
closed mind. There are many
the early 1890s for the row to be
other symbols and meanings in
resolved, with the construction
the painting which I will be
of a new side chapel.
explaining on Saturday March

T

19th at 6pm onwards before
the dinner at Keble.
The work took until 1853 to
finish, and during this time he
was also painting a smaller
version later acquired by
Manchester Art Gallery.
Although the precise year of
Hunt beginning work on The
Light of the World is unknown, a date of c. 1851
is generally accepted.

Hunt was not pleased by
Keble's decision to charge for
admission to see his painting, so
in 1900 he began work on a new,
life-size version. Hunt was now
elderly and in poor health, so
asked for assistance from
Edward Robert Hughes.

On the new work's
completion four years later, it was bought by a
wealthy shipowner, who took it on a hugely
successful world tour. In 1908, the painting
Some sources claim that Hunt aided his
returned to England to be dedicated in its new
representation of the pre-dawn setting by
home, St Paul's Cathedral. Hunt himself lived to
painting it after dark in a hut on a Surrey farm;
others maintain that his location was the Oxford see this, but not much longer: he died two years
University Press garden. The distinctive lighting later, to be buried in St Paul's.
may have been informed by a journey to

Tour behind the scenes
of Oxford University

H

AVE you ever
wondered what
life is life in the
Oxford University
colleges, and wanted to sneak
in front of the porter’s lodges
to get a better view? Well, for
Oxford 2022, we’re offering
guided tours of the Oxford University colleges by the
students themselves.

This is a rare opportunity to
gain an insight to the colleges,
and these visits will take place
on Sunday, March 20th from
10am.
Rotary Scholar Alice Yu has
agreed to lead a tour of historical
St. Peter's College. Located in
New Inn Hall Street, the college
occupies the site of two of the
university's medieval halls dating
back to at least the 14th century.

10am, 10.40am and 11.20am for
groups of up to 15 visitors. Of
course many delegates will be
staying at Keble College, whose
Gothic buildings date back to
the 19th century.

tours to a number of other Oxford
colleges. More information on
these tours will be updated
nearer the time.
There may be a small charge
for the tours of the colleges, and
you will need to make your own
way to the college entrance for
10am on Sunday morning.

Annie is being sponsored
by Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary in
California, and is being hosted by
Reading Matins Rotary. She is
To sign up, visit the Rotary
Alice is also from the USA,
studying for a DPhil in Geography Scholars’ stand at the Rotary
and her host club is Loddon Vale and the Environment.
Village on Saturday. Numbers
Rotary. She is pursuing an MPhil
There will also be a tour of
will be limited, so it will be first
in International Relations with the
Dept of Politics and International Green Templeton College led by come, first serve.
Samantha Bennett with tours at
Relations. She will be leading
Rotarians who sign up for tours
10.30am,
11.15am
and
12pm,
for
tours at 10.15am, 11am and
will receive information about
groups
of
up
to
10
visitors.
11.45am for groups of up to 15
the meeting location, tour time
visitors.
The visits will coincide with
and length, tour guide contact,
Covid rules, photography rules,
Annie Welden will be leading the end of Hilary term. We are
hoping to organise Rotary scholar and college accessibility.
three tours of Keble College at

Get dirty with Rotary!
We’ve three exciting environmental projects lined
up for Sunday morning March 20th. The reason
there are no plenary
sessions on Sunday is to
give delegates a lie-in after
two days and two nights of
conference, and
secondly because the
King’s Centre is used as a
church on Sunday.

Activity 1: Tree planting at
vided. The trees for both projects
the Restore Elder Stubbs allotment site, Rymers Lane OX4 3DY are funded by District 1090.
(10am-3pm, lunch included).
To take part in either of these
Restore is a mental health charity first two activities, you need to
notify the conference team by
which supports people to take
Tuesday, March 15th. Please
control of their recovery, develop
email Karen Eveleigh at:
skills and lead meaningful lives.
karen.eveleigh@yahoo.com
We are looking for upto a dozen

up to two boats which can take
between four and five people to
help with litter clearance of the
river. Other activities will take
place on the river bank.

Volunteers should bring:
gardening gloves, old clothes,
stout shoes/boots or wellingtons,
high visibility jackets if you have
volunteers to help with clearing
Activity 3: River litter pick at
your own, and rain wear if
an orchard and tree-planting.
Donnington Bridge OX4 4BJ
weather is poor. Any volunteers
You will be supervised and
(from 10am)
going in the boats will be supplied
equipment will be provided.
This will take place at Donnington with life jackets.
Activity 2: Tree & raspberry
Bridge in Meadow Lane, Oxford,
You can turn up on the day, but
tree-planting at the Cherwell
working with the Sea Cadets and
there will be a registration point
Collective, Hazel Walk
ODS Group Waste.
on the environment stand for
allotments, Kidlington, OX5 1ED The session will start from 10am
those interested in taking part,
from 10am-midday.
and work through the morning
particularly those wishing to
The Cherwell Collective plan to
into early afternoon. There is free
travel in the boats.
plant trees at their site in Kidling- car parking, and Rotarians will be
All activities are taken at your
ton. There will also be some odd able to use the Sea Cadets toilets.
own risk, with supervision and
jobs as well. Once again equipThe Sea Cadets will be providing
equipment will be supplied.
ment and supervision will be pro-

Conference accommodation

F

OR anyone attending the conference,
Oxford will be no more than an hour
away if travelling within the Thames
Valley Rotary District.

So while some will prefer to make the day
trip into Oxford, others might care to make a
weekend of it. After all, there is a lot going on
over the three days of conference.
So why not enjoy the complete Oxford
experience by staying at one of the university
colleges over the weekend?
All of the discounts can be found at: https://
We have agreed a deal with Keble College
my.rotary.org/en/membercenter/memberand reserved rooms for delegates at £85
per night for a single ensuite room with bed and discounts
breakfast, and £115 for a double ensuite room.
To use the Rotary code go to the IHG
website, search for the location/dates and insert
You can book accommodation by logging
code 958388916.
onto: www.keble.ox.ac.uk/conferences/
accommodation/ and use the code ROTARY22
When you choose which room you want, the
As a Rotarian, you are also entitled to a
discount from the International Hotel Group,
which includes the Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,
InterContinental and a number of other chains,
which includes the voco Spires Hotel in Oxford.

Rotary rate is usually the cheapest one. This rate
includes breakfast and free cancellation up to
4pm on the day of arrival. It will be great to get
back to a Rotary District conference and networking after a two-year break.

In the event of an emergency

A

ll three venues which Oxford 2022
will be based at during the District
Conference weekend operate proven
emergency response procedures.

In the event of an emergency, venue staff and
Rotary stewards will manage any action.

In the case of a fire emergency at the King’s Centre,
all delegates are asked to leave via one of the
emergency exits, and gather at the far end of
the car park away from the building.
At Keble College and Exeter Hall, delegates
should leave via the emergency exits and gather
in the main quadrant at Keble College. For Exeter
Hall, gather in the car park outside.
When instructed to leave any of the buildings, or
when fire alarms are activated, everyone must
leave via the nearest fire exit using the shortest
and safest route.
DO NOT re-enter the building or walk through
other parts of the building as a short cut to the

emergency point.
DO NOT DELAY YOUR EVACUATION to collect
non-essential personal belongings. Just make your
way to the fire assembly point.
The conference organisers will provide on-site first
aid by qualified person. If first aid is required,
please contact the Rotary stewards.
First aid personnel will organise further medical
assistance and support if this is needed.

Stay hydrated
Throughout the conference, teas and coffees will
be freely available to delegates.
These will be served in the Cotswold Hall, and there
will be regular refreshment breaks on Friday and
Saturday to allow plenty of time for networking.

However, delegates are able to bring in their own
water bottles if they wish, and fill these from water
dispensers situated about the building.
Above all, stay hydrated throughout the day!

Refunds policy

W

HEN we launched the District Conference in July 2021, the world was slowly coming
out of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since then, we have had the Delta and Omicron
variants with the Government announcing in December fresh measures to curb the
spread. These have included some venues and events being legally required to check
the Covid status of visitors aged over 18 and the compulsory wearing of face coverings in most indoor
public venues. For Oxford 2022, we will be insisting on the wearing of masks inside the venues.
So, what shape will the world be in this March by the time of our District Conference?
We want to put on a conference where delegates feel safe and confident about an event where there
will be a large gathering of people.
In inviting you to book so that we can plan ahead, the District Conference team wants to be as transparent as possible about its plans. In the event of a further lockdown or restrictions in early 2022, it is
important you know what the contingencies are, and how these would affect you:
The key points are:
•

We are planning a safe conference in line with Government policy and Rotary guidance.

•

We appreciate some delegates will be nervous about booking ahead in an uncertain climate.

•

We have a refunds policy which is clear, offering a risk-free approach to delegates booking for
Oxford 2022.

•

We want to reassure delegates that their safety and welfare is paramount. By booking and
supporting the district conference, they will not lose out financially.

Cancellation & refunds - full or part conference cancellation:
In the event of the Thames Valley region going into a Government-enforced lockdown this winter
because of a resurgence of COVID-19, the following provisions have been made by the District Conference team:
•

The key cut-off date for cancellation of the entire conference is Friday, February 18th, 2022.
At this date, or before, ALL monies will be returned to delegates and guests from registration
fees at the King’s Centre, and tickets to both of the evening events at Exeter Hall and Keble
College.

•
If social distancing measures mean the conference team cannot stage the evening events at
Exeter Hall and Keble College – but the main conference can go ahead at the King’s Centre – then
the conference team has until Friday, February 18th, 2022 to cancel Exeter Hall and Keble College.
At this date or before, all monies will be returned to guests who booked tickets to the dinner-

Individual cancellation:
In the run-up to Oxford 2022, some delegates may be nervous about underlying Covid conditions,
even though there have been no Government-enforced lockdown or restrictions, and the team is
continuing with the conference planning.
Equally, some delegates, or their partners, may be unwell, or because of important, unexpected
commitments (Covid or non-Covid), they may be unable to attend.
As with previous conferences, anyone who has registered for Oxford 2022, and the evening dinners,
who is forced to cancel for any reason, can do so with a full refund if they inform the registrations
officer on or before 11.59pm on January 31st, 2022.
Any delegate choosing to cancel from February 1st, 2022 until March 4th, 2022, would be eligible for
a partial refund at the discretion of the conference team chairman and treasurer.
After March 4th, regrettably there would be no refunds – and we would hope Rotarians would
understand why we have taken this policy because of the cost undertakings of the conference.

Last resort cancellation:
The conference team would have the right to cancel the conference if, because of a Rotary Districtwide state of concern, there was a lack of delegates registering or a large number of delegates
cancelled prior to February 18th taking the finances below a break-even point. This would be a
measure of last resort.
We hope Rotarians will continue to support the conference, bearing in mind provisions set out to
ensure a safe environment for all conference events, closely following Government and Rotary
guidelines, supported by a structured refund policy which recognises the uncertainty of COVID-19.
This document will be regularly updated according to the latest Government and Rotary guidance.

First published: August 2021
Second update: September 2021
Updated: December 2021
Updated: February 2022

Oxford 2022 conference team
District Governor: Karen Eveleigh (Faringdon & District)
Conference Chairman: Dave King (Gosport)
Treasurer: Colin Campbell (Wallingford & Didcot)
Registrations: Niall Blair (Beaconsfield)

Host co-ordinator: John Greening (Elthorne-Hillingdon)
Audio visual & staging @ King’s Centre: Joan Greening (Elthorne-Hillingdon), James Berkeley,
Matt Loughman (Maidenhead Bridge), Cat Loughman, Neil Gow (all Maidenhead Bridge).
Exeter Hall: Joan Greening, John Greening, David Bloch (Oxford North), Alex Henderson (Oxford
North), Andrew Humphries (Oxford North), Norman Jones (Elthorne-Hillingdon)
Keble College: Glyn James (Faringdon & District), Jeremy Burgess (Oxford Isis), Nicole Nielsen
(Abingdon Vesper)
Technology tournament: Chas Cairns (Thatcham & District), Alistair Knox (Reading Maiden Erlegh)

Rotary Village: Maya Smeulders, Paul Smeulders, Jacqui Lerch, Astrid Nielsen,
Rehab Elkadri (all Abingdon Vesper)
Environmental project: Phil Fletcher (Henley-on-Thames), Martina Lastikova (Brunel Rotaract)
Transport: Robin Jones (Oxford)
Sponsorship: Graeme Leech (Newbury), David Pope (Abingdon)
Marketing: James Berkeley, Debs Axtell (Abingdon), Paul Fisher (Misbourne Matins)
Rotary scholars: Jenny Swoap, Richard Kirby (Abingdon), Jelka Stojanov (Faringdon & District),
Rada Daleva (Oxford Rotaract), Arthur Laudrain (Haddenham & District), Brody McDonald (Oxford),
Annika Theodoulo (Misbourne Matins)
District 1090: Costa Franceskides (Maidenhead Bridge, District health & safety), Marius Hopley
(Pangbourne, District Governor 2022-23), Philip Lenton (Windsor St George, District treasurer), John
Smart (Thatcham & District; District secretary).

Thank you for the help of other Rotarians in the planning of Oxford 2022, including
Jennie Evans and her Inner Wheel team, as well as those who helped out with crucial
marshalling duties and served as speaker hosts. We are also grateful for the support of the
teams at the King’s Centre (Tim King & Sedia Rogers), Keble College (Bronwyn Friedemann),
Exeter Hall (Joanne Gaul, Carol Sheppard, Graham Kearney), Emily Connally and her team from
the Climatarian Café, Joe Morris and his team from Henley Theatre Services, as well as those
involved in the planning of the environmental project and the Oxford college tours

