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It’s time for Oxford 2022

I

T’S not quite the Ides of March, but it
is time for the Rotary in the Thames
Valley District Conference. More than
400 Rotarians from District 1090 have
registered for the three-day event which will
be focused on the King’s Centre in Osney
Mead.
For this final newsletter of the conference,
we are summarising some of the key
conference information for all delegates.
If you log onto the Oxford 2022 website,
whose address is listed below, you will find
more detailed information, including a
digital programme of events. This digital
programme will be updated right up to the
date of the conference weekend.

too. If you are feeling unwell, do not attend
the conference. If you test positive during,
or immediately after Oxford 2022, email:
peekay63@hotmail.co.uk

Perhaps the key piece of information is our
Covid policy. In order to ensure a safe
conference, we are asking all delegates to
wear masks when moving about the conferWe expect all delegates to be fully
ence venues, to a lateral flow test 24-hours
vaccinated, or have medical exemptions.
before Oxford 2022, and during the event

Digital programme: www.rotary1090conference.org

We will also be holding a collection at the King’s Centre following the first plenary session
on Saturday morning. Delegates can donate either by cash or card, and there will also be
opportunities to make a donation by card over the weekend.
The collection will follow a joint presentation from Allan Smith, who is leading the Rotary
GB&I Ukraine Crisis Task Force, and John Philip, from the International Rotary Fellowship
of Healthcare Professionals.
Money raised at the conference during Oxford 2002 will be collected by Wallingford &
Didcot District Rotary trust fund and then paid to the International Rotary
Fellowship of Healthcare professionals to send to Rotary clubs in Ukraine and
Poland with whom the fellowship has built up good working relationships. These funds
will be used to buy medical supplies and other humanitarian aid.
The fellowship has established safe channels to transfer funds to Rotary in Ukraine and
Poland. Every penny we raise will go to frontline Rotarians. Their primary focus will be on
providing safe and essential medical care. But the conditions on the frontline are changing
rapidly, so they will use the funds for emergency care as needed.
AS a District, Oxford 2022
will be holding a collection
for the Rotary Foundation
of the United Kingdom’s
Disaster Response Fund
(RFUK). Over the weekend,
delegates will be able to
make a donation using one
of the card readers at the
King’s Centre. We will also
be holding a cash
collection following the
first plenary session on Sat-

Oxford 2022 programme highlights
Friday, March 18th, 2022
King’s Centre (9am - 5pm):
•

Rotary Technology Tournament

•

Inner Wheel session

•

Rotaract & RYLA presentations

•

Hannah Ingram-Moore from the
Captain Tom Foundation

•

Carers UK & the Rotary partnership

Exeter Hall, Kidlington (6pm - 10pm):
Dinner-theatre presented by Joan Greening
& cast featuring two plays:
‘Will’s Will’
and ‘Rossetti’s Women’

Saturday, March 19th, 2022
King’s Centre: (9.30am - 5.30pm)

Keble College (8pm - 11pm)

•

Rotary Village (from 8.30am)

•

Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert, co-creator
of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine

A Rotary dinner with guest speakers
Jonathan and Diana Cavendish.

•

Allan Smith, Rotary GB&I Ukraine Crisis
Taskforce

•

Gert-Jan Van Dommelen, End Plastic Soup

•

Chris Lubbe, Nelson Mandela’s bodyguard

•

Abdirahman Mahamud, World Health
Organisation

•

Helena Bowden-Brewer, District Director
of Toastmasters International

Jonathan produced the 2017 film ‘Breathe’
starring Claire Foy and Andrew Garfield, which
focused on his father, Robin’s struggle with
polio, supported by his mother Diana

Sunday, March 20th, 2022
•

Rotary Environmental Challenge (10am various venues).

•

Oxford college tours, conducted by Rotary Scholars (10am).

No need to produce proof
of Covid vaccinations

F

OR this year’s
conference we are
asking delegates to
wear masks and ensure they are vaccinated, unless
holding a medical exemption.
We are asking all delegates to
take a lateral flow test in the 24
-hours leading up to conference.
Anyone who contracts Covid
symptoms during or after the
conference is asked to email:
peekay63@hotmail.co.uk
The safety of all participants is
of paramount concern to us,
and that means all working
together to ensure we create
the safest of environments.

weekend.

We will have a sticker system
•
Please wear a mask when for registration badges to avoid
walking about any of the any social awkwardness while
meeting people indicating:
conference venues.
•
Red: no touching, keep
With masks, it is a matter of
your distance.
choice and while many places
have been relaxed about it, we
know many delegates have
chosen to come to conference
knowing there are measures in
place. So please be respectful.

The conference team has
decided to row back from
asking all delegates to produce
proof of their Covid vaccination
There will be no checking and
or medical exemption every
no enforcement. These are
time they enter a venue.
common sense measures
However, our three requests
designed with the spirit of
are:
caring for those around you.
•
All delegates are fully
Extensive risk assessments
vaccinated, unless they
have been carried out at each
hold a medical exemption. venue and Covid precautions
•

Please take a lateral flow
test 24 hours before
conference and over the

will be put in place based on
the latest Health England and
Government advice.

•

Yellow: happy for contact

Seating at the King’s Centre will
be theatre-style and suitably
socially-distanced.
Similar restrictions will be put in
place at Keble College and at
Exeter Hall, although with food
and drink being consumed,
common sense is required by all
attendees with wearing masks.
Posters will be positioned at all
venues advising delegates of
the restrictions, and there will
be sanitising stations.
positioned at the venues.

Oxford 2022 at a glance
- the King’s Centre
Registration: The registrations
desk will be open from 11am on
Friday morning and 8am on
Saturday. Delegates will be
presented with badges detailing
which events they are attending.
Technology tournament: As a
prelude to the conference, a
number of Oxfordshire schools
will be taking part in a
competition organised by the
youth team. This will begin at
9.30am in the Cotswold Hall, and
delegates can watch.
Lunches: Lunches will be served
on Friday from 12pm and on
Saturday from 12.30pm in the
Cotswold Hall.

Gilbert, who will be signing
copies of her book Vaxxers.

Disabled access: All of the
activities will be held on one
floor, chiefly the Thames Hall,
Plenary sessions: The conference Cotswold Hall and atrium.
will begin in the Thames Hall at
Toilets: There are toilets on the
1pm with an Inner Wheel session
to which all delegates are invited, ground floor, including disabled
toilets.
followed by the first of two
plenary sessions finishing at 5pm. First aid: There are first aid
facilities and delegates are asked
Rotary Village: This will run on
to seek out a steward if in need
Saturday in the Cotswold Hall
of assistance.
from 8.30am to 6pm. There will
be up to 40 exhibitors. At the
conclusion of the final plenary
session at 5pm on Saturday, tea
and cake will be served in the
Rotary Village, where you can
meet some of the speakers,
including Dame Professor Sarah

Parking: Car parking will be
limited at the King’s Centre,
but alternative parking will be
available at the nearby Bodleian
Library site (OX2 0EW). This area
is patrolled on a regular basis by
university security and has CCTV

and high-density LED lighting. On
Saturday ONLY, there is some
on-street parking around the
King’s Centre. Parking at the
King’s Centre and Bodleian sites
have already been reserved
based on those who responded
to the survey. You should have
received your pass by email. If
you don’t have a parking space
reserved, email:
peekay63@hotmail.co.uk
The postcode for the King’s
Centre is OX2 0ES.
By foot: Those walking to the
King’s Centre from Oxford Station
face a 15-minute signposted walk
along the towpath from the
Botley Road which is also the Park
& Ride drop off from Seacourt.

Oxford 2022 at a glance
- Exeter Hall
Start time: Exeter Hall will be open from 6pm when
drinks will be served, along with some canapes
before the performance.
Timetable: The evening will run from 6pm to
around 10pm, and will be scheduled as follows:
6pm: Doors & bar open
7pm: Rosetti’s Women
8pm: Supper - provided by Climatarian Kitchen
9pm: Will’s Will
10pm: Close
All of the timings are approximate.
Theatre: The two plays, written by Rotarian Joan
Greening, are performed by professional actors
from Lemon Squeeze Productions who have
appeared at the Edinburgh Festival.

Transport: There will be free coach transport provided from the King’s Centre leaving at 5.45pm. This
will return to the King’s Centre after the evening at
around 10pm, calling to Oxford Railway Station ,
Food: The menu, using surplus, seasonal or local
Keble College, and Seacourt Park & Ride. If you
ingredients, will be cooked by the Oxford charity
want a space on the coach and have not preClimatarian Kitchen, and served by volunteers from booked, check when you arrive at the King’s Centre
a number of local community groups.
to register to see if there are any spaces free.

Starters: Truffle & rosemary potatoes,
goujon & chips, roast beef & horseradish,
veggie spring roll

Parking: Exeter Hall in Kidlington is a straightforward 20-minute drive from the King’s Centre. The
postcode for SatNavs is - OX5 1AB. There is plenty
of parking outside Exeter Hall.

Mains: Pork steaks served with seasonal
vegetables & gravy,

Dress code: This is a casual evening, so please wear
what you wish.

Quinoa timbale with seasonal vegetables
and gravy (vegan & gluten-free)

Covid precautions: We have limited tickets to 150
guests who will be seated for dinner and to watch
the show. Please enter Exeter Hall wearing a mask
and while walking about the building. Stewarding
has been provided by Oxford North Rotary.

Desserts: Death by chocolate.
(the dessert contains nuts)

Oxford 2022 at a glance
- Keble College
Start time: The black-tie dinner will start at 8pm,
but there will be a bar open from 6pm. This is
situated outside the dining hall. The evening is
expected to finish around 11pm.
Access: Enter Keble College via the porter’s door
on Parks Road. There is disabled access.
Ordering wine: You will be able to order wine in
advance at the King’s Centre on the Saturday of
conference. Electronic payment will be taken.
Dinner menu:
Starters:
Truffle infused Chicken Terrine with Caper
Mayonnaise, Pineapple Mustard Chutney
and a Crispy Seed Crumb
Chargrilled Vegetable Terrine with Caper
Mayonnaise, Pineapple Mustard Chutney
and a Crispy Seed Crumb
Mains:
Slow Cooked Beef in a Red Wine and Port Jus
Spinach, Chickpea and Carrot Strudel served
with a White Wine Sauce Served with Smoked
Garlic and Mushroom Puree Heritage Beetroot
Gratin Baby Potatoes
Dessert:
Keble Sticky Toffee Pudding with a
Butterscotch Sauce, Candied Walnuts and
a Mixed Berry Ice Cream
Tea, Coffee and Mints
Dress code: The dress code is black tie and smart.
Lounge suits and dresses will be fine.

Seating: The majority of the seating will be on
traditional college benches. There will be a limited
amount of chair-seating available for those who
have requested in advance.
Transport: Coaches will leave the King’s Centre at
6pm for Keble College. Coaches will depart Keble
College at the end of the evening, at around 11pm,
and call via Oxford Station, the King’s Centre and
the Seacourt Park & Ride. Coaches are free. If you
want a space on the coach and have not prebooked, check when you arrive at the King’s Centre
to register to see if there are spaces free.
Parking: There is very limited parking on the road
outside Keble College - and it is quite expensive.
Disabled access: There are stairs which lead to the
dining hall, so for those with mobility issues there
is a small lift.
Toilets: These are outside the dining hall situated
in a building by the quadrant. Plan well ahead!
Chapel: If you have time, visit Keble College chapel
which has William Holman Hunt’s celebrated
painting, ‘Light of the World’.

Oxford 2022 at a glance
- Environmental projects
We’ve three exciting environmental
projects lined up for Sunday morning March 20th. The reason there are no
plenary sessions on Sunday is to give
delegates a lie-in after two days and
two nights of conference, and
secondly because the King’s Centre is
used as a church on Sunday.

Activity 1: Tree planting at the Restore
Elder Stubbs allotment site, Rymers Lane OX4 3DY This will take place at Donnington Bridge in
(from 10am-3pm, lunch included).
Meadow Lane, Oxford, working in conjunction
with the Sea Cadets and ODS Group Waste.
Restore is a mental health charity which supports
people to take control of their recovery, develop
The session will start from 10am and work through
skills and lead meaningful lives. We are looking for the morning into early afternoon. There is free car
upto a dozen volunteers to help with clearing an
parking, and Rotarians will be able to use the Sea
orchard and tree-planting. You will be supervised
Cadets toilets.
and equipment will be provided.
The Sea Cadets will be providing up to two boats
Activity 2: Tree & raspberry tree-planting at the
which can take between four and five people to
Cherwell Collective, Hazel Walk allotments,
help with litter clearance of the river. Other
Kidlington, OX5 1ED from 10am-midday.
activities will take place on the river bank.
The Cherwell Collective plan to plant trees at their Volunteers should bring: gardening gloves, old
site in Kidlington. There will also be some odd jobs clothes, stout shoes/boots or wellingtons, high
as well. Once again equipment and supervision will visibility jackets if you have your own, and rain
be provided. The trees for both projects have been wear if weather is poor. Any volunteers going in
funded by District 1090.
the boats will be supplied with life jackets.
To take part in either of these first two activities,
you need to notify the conference team by
Tuesday, March 15th. Please email Karen Eveleigh
at: karen.eveleigh@yahoo.com
Activity 3: River litter pick at Donnington Bridge
OX4 4BJ (from 10am)

You can turn up on the day, but there will be a
registration point on the environment stand for
those interested in taking part, particularly those
wishing to travel in the boats.
All activities are taken at your own risk, with
supervision and equipment will be supplied.

Oxford 2022 at a glance
- college tours

H

AVE you ever
wondered what life
is life in the Oxford
University colleges,
and wanted to sneak in front of
the porter’s lodges to get a better
view? Well, for Oxford 2022,
we’re offering guided tours of the
Oxford University colleges by the
students themselves.
This is a rare opportunity to
gain an insight to the colleges,
and these visits will take place on groups of up to 15 visitors. Of
Sunday, March 20th from 10am. course many delegates will be
staying at Keble College, whose
Rotary Scholar Alice Yu has
Gothic buildings date back to
agreed to lead a tour of historical the 19th century.
St. Peter's College. Located in
Annie is being sponsored
New Inn Hall Street, the college
by Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary in
occupies the site of two of the
university's medieval halls dating California, and is being hosted
by Reading Matins Rotary.
back to at least the 14th century.
She is studying for a DPhil in
Alice is also from the USA,
and her host club is Loddon Vale Geography and the Environment.
Rotary. She is pursuing an MPhil
There will also be a tour of
in International Relations with the Green Templeton College led by
Dept of Politics and International Samantha Bennett with tours at
Relations. .
10.30am, 11.15am and 12pm, for
groups of up to 10 visitors.
Alice will be leading tours at

10.15am, 11am and 11.45am for
groups of up to 15 visitors.
Annie Welden will be leading
three tours of Keble College at
10am, 10.40am and 11.20am for

these tours will be updated
nearer the time.
There may be a small charge
for the tours of the colleges, and
you will need to make your own
way to the college entrance for
10am on Sunday morning.
To sign up, visit the Rotary
Scholars’ stand at the Rotary
Village on Saturday. Numbers
will be limited, so it will be first
come, first serve.
Rotarians who sign up for tours
will receive information about
the meeting location, tour time
and length, tour guide contact,
Covid rules, photography rules,
and college accessibility.

The visits will coincide with
the end of Hilary term. We are
hoping to organise Rotary scholar As the tours will take place d
tours to a number of other Oxford uring the term break, some
colleges. More information on
buildings may be closed.

Oxford 2022 at a glance
- extras
Taxis: There are no Uber cabs in Oxford. For taxis, we would suggest Royal Cars at royal-cars.com or
01865 777333, ABC Radio Cars on 01865 242424 or Oxford Cars at oxfordcars.co.uk or 01865 778866.
Unfortunately, we will be unable to provide transportation from Keble College on Friday or Saturday
morning to the King’s Centre or to any of the environmental activities.
Rotary Pledges: We have invited clubs to support causes exhibiting at the Rotary Village by pledging up
to £500 and distribute it among the exhibitors. Several clubs are taking part. If your club is interested in
taking part, or you need any further details, please contact conference treasurer, Colin Campbell, who
will outline the next steps. His email address is: cdcampbellandco@gmail.com
Stewarding: Can you help with stewarding for an hour or two over the conference weekend? With more
than 400 delegates, we want to ensure a smooth conference. If you can help, please email:
peekay63@hotmail.co.uk
Baggage: There will be a baggage facility at the King’s Centre where you can leave your coats and bags.
Those leaving their cars at the Park & Ride or in the Osney Mead car parks for the weekend to stay in
accommodation, can leave their luggage here to collect later and to take on the coaches - particularly
those who are staying at Keble College.
Trains: Oxford Railway station is a 15-minute walk from the King’s Centre. Head over the bridge and
down the Botley Road, before turning left along the river towpath. The route to the King’s Centre will be
signposted. Alternatively, there are taxis at the railway station for the short ride to Osney Mead.
Park & Ride: There are a number of Park & Ride sites around Oxford to park over the weekend. The
closest is at Seacourt, a mile from the King’s Centre (OX2 0HP). All park & ride sites are open 24-hours,
seven days a week and vehicles can be left overnight for a maximum of 72 hours. A ticket for 48 to 72
hours is £12. Get off the Park & Ride bus on the Botley Road by Bridge Street and before the Osney
Bridge, for a 10-minute walk along the River Thames to the King’s Centre, which will be signposted.
Keble College accommodation: Rotarians will have booked their accommodation at Keble College
separately. Check-in is from 2pm and check-out is 11am If you have any queries about your
accommodation, then please contact Keble College direct quoting your booking reference. One point
of contact is: conference@keble.ox.ac.uk

Water bottles: There will be water points at the King’s Centre where you can fill up your water bottle.
First aiders: We have qualified first aiders on hand, but are looking for more cover as a point of contact
in an emergency. If you can help, please email Dave King at: peekay63@hotmail.co.uk

And don’t forget your masks!

Discover what’s planned for Oxford 2022
with our online programme, packed with
information about transportation,
entertainment and the daily programme.
Visit: www.rotary1090conference.org

Got an issue?
General conference: Dave King - peekay63@hotmail.co.uk
Registrations: Niall Blair, nib@nib.co.uk
Transportation & parking: Robin Jones, robin.jones8@me.com

Exeter Hall: Alex Henderson, henderson.a@btinternet.com
Keble College dinner: Glyn James, glyn_james20@hotmail.com
Keble College accommodation: conference@keble.ox.ac.uk
Rotary Village: Maya Smeulders, d1090.rotaryvillage2022@outlook.com
Environment activities @ Restore & Cherwell Collective:
Karen Eveleigh, karen.eveleigh@yahoo.com

Environmental activity @ Riverside litter pick:
Phil Fletcher, phil.fletcher@btinternet.com
Rotary scholars’ college tours: Jenny Swoap, jenswoap@gmail.com
Technology tournament: Chas Cairns, chascairns@aol.com /
Alistair Knox - ajknox@tecose.com

