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Are you ready for     
Oxford 2022? 

I 
T is full steam ahead for the Rotary 1090                  

District Conference, which is now less than a 

month away. The easing of Government            

restrictions on Covid, coupled with greater 

public confidence, has prompted a flurry of                             

registrations from District 1090 Rotarians, with 

more than 400 delegates already committed. 

And if you haven’t already registered, there is still 

time to do so, but you must register by March 4th. 

Over the next few pages of this newsletter, we have 

outlined updates on what is happening over the 

three days of the conference, plus a clear                                 

explanation of our revised Covid policy. 

Although Covid measures have been relaxed, we 

cannot afford to let our guards down. So, top                   

priority has been given towards safeguarding the 

health and welfare of all delegates at each of the 

venues where the conference is being held. 

To those who have already registered, thank you  

for supporting Oxford 2022, we hope you have a                

wonderful three days in the City of Spires. And if 

you’ve yet to sign up -  we hope to see you there! 

http://www.rotary1090conference.org


No need to produce proof 
of Covid vaccinations 

A 
S with the entire 

nation, we have 

been keeping a 

keen eye on the         

latest Health England and                

Government advice around 

Covid in the lead up to the                

conference. 

       As has been stated                        

previously, the safety of all                   

participants at Oxford 2022 is  

of paramount concern to us.  

      At the time of writing, it                

appears the number of Covid 

infections is dropping, which 

has been reflected with the     

easing of Government                            

restrictions.  

       Prime Minister Boris                    

Johnson has suggested that all 

remaining Covid restrictions in 

England could end later this 

month. The current restrictions 

are due to expire on March 24. 

       Therefore the conference 

team has decided to row back 

from asking all delegates to   

produce proof of their Covid 

vaccination or medical                         

exemption every time they             

enter a venue. These measures 

will be subject to review right 

up to the date of conference. 

       However, we are: 

ASKING ALL DELEGATES TO          

ENSURE THEY ARE VACCINATED:                       

UNLESS THEY HOLD A                        

MEDICAL EXEMPTION. 

       As Rotarians, we would             

invite you to take lateral flow 

tests as good practice in the 

days leading up to, and                    

following the conference.   

       There will be no checking 

and no enforcement. These are 

common sense measures                          

designed within the spirit of  

caring for those around you. 

       Extensive risk assessments 

have been carried out at each           

venue and Covid precautions 

will be put in place based on  

the latest Health England and                 

Government advice. 

       We expect all delegates to 

wear face masks while walking 

around the venues. Seating at 

the King’s Centre will be theatre

-style and suitably socially-

distanced. It will be up to                  

individuals whether masks 

should be worn while seated, 

although the recommendation 

is that they are worn.  

       Similar restrictions will be 

put in place at Keble College 

and at Exeter Hall, although 

with food and drink being               

consumed, common sense is  

required by all attendees. 

       Posters will be positioned  

at all venues advising delegates 

of the restrictions, and there 

will be sanitising stations                  

positioned at the venues. 



Please complete survey 
to help conference plans 

E 
ARLIER this month, a survey link was 

emailed to all delegates asking a number 

of questions related to key conference 

issues to ensure you have the best Oxford 

2022 experience. These included: 

• Car parking 

• Coach transportation 

• Catering 

• Access requirements 

• Environmental projects 

• College tours 

       If you haven’t done so yet, please complete the 

form which will help us to factor in arrangements, 

notably transportation. 

       There is car parking for the King’s Centre in and 

around the venue, in addition to the park & ride 

scheme operating from Seacourt, which is located            

a mile from the main conference site. 

       Further, there are plans to provide coaches 

which will run on Friday evening at 5.45pm from: 

 King’s Centre to Exeter Hall 

And after the Friday evening dinner-theatre, from: 

 Exeter Hall to Keble College, via Seacourt,  

the King’s Centre and Oxford Railway Station 

Also, on Saturday evening, there are plans to                   

provide coaches at 5.45pm from: 

 King’s Centre to Keble College 

And after the Saturday evening dinner, from: 

 Keble College to King’s Centre, via Oxford  

Railway Station and Seacourt 

       Our key concern is to gauge demand for coach 

transport, along with other aspects of the                              

conference. If travelling as a group, you can                 

complete the form on behalf of others, but it is            

crucial we receive this information soon. 

       For those travelling to Oxford by car or train, 

you can leave your vehicle overnight at Seacourt 

and the Bodleian car park on Osney Mead for the                     

weekend. There will be a baggage area at the King’s 

Centre to store luggage during the conference. 

       Some Rotarians attending the Saturday night 

dinner could choose, if they wish, to change at the 

King’s Centre before hopping on the coach to Keble 

College. 

       A number of Rotarians are staying at Keble                  

College over the weekend. Check-in time is 2pm, 

although arrivals outside this time can be arranged 

with notice, but you must check with the college.  

       There is no transportation from Keble College to 

the King’s Centre on Friday or Saturday morning, or 

to the environmental projects on Sunday. However, 

the approximate taxi fare from Keble College to the 

King’s Centre is £10. Taxis can be ordered from  

Royal  Cars at 01865 777333, or book online at:        

royal-cars.com  You could also try ABC Radio Cars at 

01865 242424. There are no Uber taxis in Oxford.  

       Taxi services are available outside the college 

entrance, and at Oxford Railway Station from the 

taxi rank outside. The King’s Centre is a 15-minute 

walk from the railway station. 

Complete the survey at: 

https://fs27.formsite.com/rotary-d1090/xv3dnnmzuo/

index.html 



Meet Covid vaccine                
creator at book signing 

O 
NE of the keynote speakers of the 

weekend will be Dame Professor 

Sarah Gilbert, who led the Oxford 

University team with the creation 

of the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine. 

       On January 1st, 2020, 

Sarah, who is professor of 

vaccinology at Oxford                  

University, read an article 

about four people in China 

with a strange                

pneumonia.  

       Within two weeks, she 

and her team had designed 

a vaccine against a                      

pathogen that no-one had 

ever seen before. Less than 

12 months later, vaccina-

tion was rolled out across 

the world to save millions 

of lives from COVID-19. 

       On Saturday afternoon 

at Oxford 2022, Sarah will be telling her story 

and explaining what the future holds for us in                 

a world overshadowed by Covid. 

       The story is also the subject of a best-selling 

book, Vaxxers, which hears from Sarah and her                  

colleague, Dr Catherine Green, as they reveal    

the inside story of making the Oxford           

AstraZeneca vaccine and the cutting-edge                       

science, with the sheer hard work behind it.  

       This is their story of fighting a pandemic as 

ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. 

       Sarah and Cath share the heart-stopping           

moments in the eye of the storm, they separate 

fact from fiction, they explain how they made a 

safe vaccine in record time 

with the eyes of the world 

watching and they give us 

hope for the future. 

       Vaxxers invites us into the 

lab to find out how science 

will save us from this pandem-

ic, and how we can prepare 

for the inevitable next one. 

       After giving her talk on 

Saturday afternoon, Sarah will 

be available to talk to                              

Rotarians from 5pm in the 

Thames Hall, where she will 

be signing copies of her book. 

       Sarah can be found at the 

Abingdon Bookstore stand, 

where copies of the book are on sale at a                          

discounted price of £18. 

       The Rotary Village will be open until 6pm on 

Saturday, giving you a last chance to visit the 

stalls, where some of our speakers will be there 

to chat to. We will be serving refreshments and 

cake, so before you head off for your Saturday 

evening, please join us in the Thames Hall from 

5pm.  



Discover what’s planned for Oxford 2022 

with our online programme, packed with           

information about transportation,                                 

entertainment and the daily programme. 

Visit: www.rotary1090conference.org 

http://www.rotary1090conference.org


Make a pledge at 

the Rotary Village 

A 
T each District Conference, the                 

Rotary Village is one of the highlights 

of the conference experience. And 

this year’s Rotary Village will be no 

exception.  

       An impressive array of stalls set up by small 

and national charities and Rotary projects at local 

and international level will be there for you to 

explore.   

       This will be an excellent opportunity to                    

engage with the people promoting those good 

causes and running those projects, to learn more 

about them and find an interesting speaker for 

your next club meeting.   

       There will be causes and projects for every 

taste, ranging from the environment and        

meeting Rotary Scholars, through health and               

education,  to alleviating poverty both at home 

and around the world.  

       We all know that charities and also Rotary 

Projects have suffered from a lack of funding 

since the start of the coronavirus pandemic and 

also from reduced government grants.  

       Many Rotary clubs have dug deep into their 

reserves and have created new and innovative 

ways of fundraising to give help where needed, 

despite it all the difficulties.  

       We invite each Rotary club to make a pledge 

to give up to £500 to the charities and projects 

that are present at the Rotary Village.  

       It is your Rotary club’s choice whether or not 

to take up this challenge. This donation can be 

made towards one particular cause or it can be 

divided over several, this is your own decision. 

        There is information about each charity            

and project on the conference website at:  

https://rotary1090conference.org/                                 

rotary-village-exhibitors/  

       Have a look and get inspired by the sheer            

variety and commitment shown by these ‘visiting 

cards’.  

       If your club is interested in taking part, please 

contact conference treasurer, Colin Campbell, 

who will outline the next steps. His email address 

is: cdcampbellandco@gmail.com 

       In practical terms, clubs are invited to deposit 

the donation they want to pledge into the District 

Conference Account at Lloyds Bank in the name 

of “Rotary International District 1090”. 

Sort Code: 30-95-36 

Account number: 47562668 

Reference: P- (for pledge) followed by the name 

of your Rotary club:                  

eg: P-RC Oxford 

       Your club will then receive vouchers in                    

multiples of £50, that your club attendees can 

give to the chosen charities or projects.  

       The charities will hand in all their vouchers, 

and receive one BACS payment together, with      

the details of the supporting Rotary clubs. This 

will enable them to send your club an                                  

acknowledgement. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frotary1090conference.org%2Frotary-village-exhibitors%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdaa031f99f8a43763ebe08d9d293c92c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637772355351494228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frotary1090conference.org%2Frotary-village-exhibitors%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdaa031f99f8a43763ebe08d9d293c92c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637772355351494228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb


Oxford 2022 programme highlights 

Friday, March 18th, 2022 

Saturday, March 19th, 2022 

Sunday, March 20th, 2022 

 

 

King’s Centre (9am - 5pm): 

• Rotary Technology Tournament 

• Inner Wheel session 

• Rotary Soapbox & RYLA presentations 

• Hannah Ingram-Moore from the                        

Captain Tom Foundation 

• Carers UK & the Rotary partnership 

Exeter Hall, Kidlington (6pm - 10.30pm): 

Dinner-theatre presented by Joan Greening        

& cast featuring two plays:                  

‘Will’s Will’  

and ‘Rossetti’s Women’ 

King’s Centre: (9.30am - 5.30pm) 

• Rotary Village (from 8.30am) 

• Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert, co-creator 

of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine  

• Professor Louise Richardson,                    

Oxford University Vice-Chancellor  

• Gert-Jan Van Dommelen, End Plastic Soup 

• Chris Lubbe, Nelson Mandela’s bodyguard 

• Abdirahman Mahamud, World Health  

Organisation 

• Helena Bowden-Brewer, District Director 

of Toastmasters International 

Keble College (8pm - 11pm) 

A Rotary dinner with guest speakers               

Jonathan and Diana Cavendish. 

Jonathan produced the 2017 film ‘Breathe’        

starring Claire Foy and Andrew Garfield, which 

focused on his father, Robin’s struggle with                       

polio, supported by his mother Diana 

• Rotary Environmental Challenge (10am venues to be confirmed). 

• Oxford college tours, conducted by Rotary Scholars (10am). 



You need to register by March 4 

T 
HE clock is ticking on registrations for 

the District Conference with more 

than 400 Rotarians already committed 

to being part of this fabulous event. 

       Regrettably, we are already fully booked for 

both the Friday evening dinner-theatre at Exeter 

Hall, and for the Saturday evening dinner at              

Keble College. 

       But we have a packed programme of events 

lined up, including two full conference days on 

Friday and Saturday, with a galaxy of top drawer 

speakers, along with side events including a                   

Rotary Technology Tournament, an Inner Wheel 

Conference, plus a Rotary Village featuring more 

than 40 exhibitors. 

       Then, on Sunday, we have a number of                    

environmental activities planned, or you could 

enjoy a tour of one of the Oxford colleges in the 

company of one of our Rotary scholars. 

        However, you need to register by March 

4th, so if you are interesting in visiting Oxford 

next month - please register now! 

       It all adds up to a terrific Rotary conference, 

the first face-to-face District 1090 Conference 

since the Covid pandemic two years ago.  

       There will be plenty of opportunities to catch 

up with old friends and to network, and be                  

inspired by what is happening in Rotary in our 

district. 

       You can register directly online at 

www.rotary1090conference.org or download 

the form to complete, and email it to:                                 

registrations@rotary1090conference.org 

       You will need to sort out payment separately 

and a notice will be sent to you with details of 

how to make a bank transfer. 

Packages & prices 

Full weekend delegate fee: £75 

One day fee: £55                                                      

(full access to Friday or Saturday) 

Rotaract, Interact, Rotary Scholar               

weekend delegate fee: £55                         

Rotakids: Free 

No rest on the sabbath! 
ALTHOUGH the main part of  

the conference finishes on                               

Saturday, there will be plenty  

of activity on Sunday morning 

Rotary Scholars will be                             

organising tours of the Oxford 

University colleges from 10am. 

If you fancy a look behind the 

scenes in the company of one of 

the international scholars, then 

find the sign-up list at the                       

Rotary Scholars’ stand in the 

Rotary Village on Saturday. 

We also have planned a number 

of environmental activities,                 

including tree planting with              

the Cherwell Collective and               

the Restore projects in north                          

Oxford, and a river litter pick at 

Donnington Bridge in Meadow 

Lane, Oxford, working in                     

conjunction with the Sea Cadets 

and ODS Group Waste. 

Details of how to take part in 

one of these activities will be 

made available from the                         

Environmental stand in the                

Rotary Village on Saturday. 

What a great way to finish off 

your conference! 


