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Still time to register for
a Covid-safe conference

W

ITH little more than two months
to go until Oxford 2022, more
that 300 Rotarians from across
District 1090 have signed up for
the three-day conference in March. But if you still
haven’t registered - then there is time!
It is fully understandable with so much
uncertainty surrounding Covid-19, and with the
latest Omicron virus, many Rotarians are leaving
it until the last minute to decide whether they will
be going to Oxford.
And, respectfully, we have to leave that
judgement call with you.

to bring the document with them, or cannot
provide it on their mobile phone, will be offered
the opportunity of taking a lateral flow test.
Anyone who declines to provide evidence, or
take the test, will be politely declined entrance
and offered a full refund.

However, from the organisers’ perspective,
we will undertake the put on the safest conference
It could be argued that we should take
possible, which is why this newsletter contains the
Rotarians’ word as a bond of trust, but it is hoped
stringent Covid measures we will be applying to
all would agree that in a life or death matter such
ensure the safety of all participants.
as Covid, there needs to be absolute surety.
This will include a requirement for all
More details of the Covid policy appear
conference participants; delegates, speakers and
overleaf, but we hope that by adopting this policy,
technical staff, to provide evidence of their
it will offer reassurance to both delegates already
vaccination status or medical exemption at the
entrance to the venue. Those who have forgotten registered, and those who are thinking of coming
along, but are unsure.

Register at: www.rotary1090conference.org

Oxford 2022: you will need
to prove vaccination status

T

he safety of all
participants at Oxford
2022 is of paramount
concern to the event
organisers. You would expect
nothing less.
Extensive risk assessments
have been carried out at each
venue and Covid precautions
will be put in place based on
the latest Health England and
Government advice.
So what precautions are
being put in place?
We are working on guidance
based for indoor venues hosting
more than 500 people in an
unseated venue. Even though
•
Oxford 2022 is expecting slightly
less than 500 delegates, and all
venues will be seated, we are
mindful there will be a lot of
people milling about and so
have adopted a safe, but sure,
•
Covid policy.
This will require ALL
participants, to show proof of
their Covid vaccination or
medical exemption every time
they enter a venue.
This can be with:
•

An NHS Covid pass on

•

your mobile phone, or in
written form confirming
that you have been
vaccinated with two
doses of an approved
vaccine (or a single dose
of Janssen vaccine).
An NHS Covid-19
vaccination card showing
proof of two doses of
approved vaccine (or a
single dose of Janssen
vaccine).
A negative PCR or rapid
Lateral Flow Test result,
taken within the last 48
hours

Proof of a medical
exemption, or taking part
in a clinical trial. Proof of
natural immunity - eg:
a positive PCR test taken

in the past six months is not
accepted as an alternative to
proof of vaccination or a recent
test.
If you turn up to a venue
without Covid identification,
you will be invited to source
that information either on your
phone or physically with the
pass, and return to the venue.
You can also take a lateral
flow test in the venue grounds.
Lateral flow tests will be
provided, you will need to
supervise that test yourself, and
then show the Rotary steward
evidence of that test. At the
King’s Centre, take that test to
the registration desk, where a
chit will be signed, for use at
other venues, indicating a
negative lateral flow test.

Oxford 2022 - Covid precautions explained
•

From page 2

If you choose to decline
taking a lateral flow test, or you
are unable to prove your
vaccination status, then regrettably you will be declined
entrance to the venue and your
registration fee will be returned.
It is sincerely hoped this will
not happen, and that all
delegates will understand that
we are imposing these stringent
measures for their own
will be up to individuals
protection, and will come
whether masks should be worn
prepared. There will be
while seated, although the
stewards there to help you.
recommendation is that they
For those attending with
are worn.
children, notably parents, or
The King’s Centre has
teachers visiting with
schoolchildren, we would expect worked carefully to ensure a
them to ensure their charges are healthy airflow, applying
industry association best
Covid-free and have taken a
practice.
lateral flow test on the day of
the event.
Similar restrictions will be

So what about mask
wearing and what precautions
will be put in place? We expect
all delegates arriving at the
venues, and while walking
around those spaces, to wear
face masks.
Clearly, those speaking on
stage would not wear masks
since they would be sufficiently
distanced from the audience.
Seating at the King’s Centre
will be theatre-style and
suitably socially-distanced. It

put in place at Keble College
and at Exeter Hall, although
with food and drink being
consumed, commonsense is
required by all attendees. The
number of delegates able to
attend both of these events has
been reduced to ensure a safer
environment for all attendees.

before coming to conference,
and obviously not turn up if it
was positive. Equally, if you
tested positive for Covid in the
days following the conference,
we would ask you to inform us.
There will be sanitising
stations positioned at venues.
When entering a building,
delegates will be invited to use a
QR code linked to the NHS’s
contact tracing app.
The conference team is
extremely mindful of personal
safety at big events, and would
encourage everyone taking part
to take responsibility and play
their part to ensure a healthy
conference.

Equally, we want to
Posters will be positioned at reassure participants, and those
all venues advising delegates of considering registering, that the
the restrictions.
conference team will be
adopting the latest guidance to
We would invite delegates
ensure a safe and healthy
to take a lateral-flow test

Covid-19 Q&A @ Oxford 2022
Will I need Covid identification at Oxford 2022?
Yes, you will need to prove your vaccination status or proof that you have a medical exemption or
that you are taking part in a clinical trial. There will be no exceptions.
What proof will I need?
•

An NHS Covid pass, displayed on your mobile phone or in written form, confirming that you
have been vaccinated with two doses of an approved vaccine (or a single dose of Janssen
vaccine).

•

An NHS Covid-19 vaccination card showing proof of two doses of approved vaccine (or a single dose of Janssen vaccine).

•

A negative PCR or Rapid Lateral Flow test result, taken within the last 48 hours

•

Proof of a medical exemption, or taking part in a clinical trial. This can be using a mobile app.

•

Proof of natural immunity - eg: a positive PCR test taken in the past six months - is not
accepted as an alternative to proof of vaccination or a recent test.

What happens if I am unable to provide evidence?
You will be invited to leave the venue to find proof of evidence. You can take a lateral flow test outside the venue. If you show a negative test, show this to the steward at the King’s Centre, and notify the registration desk who will issue you with a chit to be shown at future venues. If you take a
lateral flow test at Exeter Hall or Keble College, this will be sufficient to gain admission.
If I have no vaccination evidence and am not keen to take a lateral flow test, what next?

Regrettably, we will ask you to leave the venue for the safety of other delegates, and we will take
your details to ensure a full refund.
What about children?
The responsibility will be placed on parents, guardians and teachers to ensure all children under-18
are Covid-safe and have had a recent lateral flow test. They will also be asked to control children
from wandering about for the safety of others.
Will mask-wearing be compulsory?
Yes, mask-wearing will be compulsory at all venues, especially when walking around. When seated,
you can take your mask off. Speakers will present with their masks off.
Will there be NHS track & trace?
Yes, QR codes will be positioned at all the venues. There will also be sanitizing bottles positioned
about the buildings.

Discover what’s planned for Oxford 2022
with our online programme, packed with
information about transportation,
entertainment and the daily programme.
Visit: www.rotary1090conference.org

Make a pledge at
the Rotary Village

A

T each District Conference, the Rota- made towards one particular cause or it can be
ry Village is one of the highlights of
divided over several, this is your own decision.
the conference experience. And this
There is information about each charity
year’s Rotary Village will be no exand project on the conference website at:
ception.
https://rotary1090conference.org/
An impressive array of stalls set up by small
rotary-village-exhibitors/
and national Charities and Rotary Projects at local
Have a look and get inspired by the sheer
and international level will be there for you to
variety and commitment shown by these ‘visiting
explore.
cards’.
This will be an excellent opportunity to
If your club is interested in taking part, please
engage with the people promoting those good
causes and running those projects, to learn more contact conference treasurer, Colin Campbell,
about them and to find an interesting speaker for who will outline the next steps. His email address
is: cdcampbellandco@gmail.com
your next club meeting.
In practical terms, clubs are invited to deposit
There will be causes and projects for every
the donation they want to pledge into the District
taste, ranging from the environment and
Conference Account at Lloyds Bank in the name
meeting Rotary Scholars, through health and
of “Rotary International District 1090”.
education, to alleviating poverty both at home
and around the world.

Sort Code: 30-95-36

We all know that charities and also Rotary
Projects have suffered from a lack of funding
since the start of the coronavirus pandemic and
also from reduced government grants.

Account number: 47562668

Many Rotary clubs have dug deep into their
reserves and have created new and innovative
ways of fundraising to give help where needed,
despite it all the difficulties.

We invite each Rotary club to make a pledge
to give up to £500 to the charities and projects
that are present at the Rotary Village.
It is your Rotary club’s choice whether or not
to take up this challenge. This donation can be

Reference: P- (for pledge) followed by the name
of your Rotary club:
eg: P-RC Oxford
Your club will then receive vouchers in
multiples of £50, that your club attendees can
give to the chosen charities or projects.
The charities will hand in all their vouchers,
and receive one BACS payment together, with the
details of the supporting Rotary clubs. This will
enable them to send your club an
acknowledgement.

Oxford 2022 programme highlights
Friday, March 18th, 2022
King’s Centre (9am - 5pm):
•

Rotary Technology Tournament

•

Inner Wheel session

•

Rotaract & RYLA presentations

•

Hannah Ingram-Moore from the
Captain Tom Foundation

•

Carers UK & the Rotary partnership

Exeter Hall, Kidlington (6pm - 10.30pm):
Dinner-theatre presented by Joan Greening
& cast featuring two plays:
‘Will’s Will’
and ‘Rossetti’s Women’

Saturday, March 19th, 2022
King’s Centre: (9.30am - 5.30pm)

Keble College (8pm - 11pm)

•

Rotary Village (from 8.30am)

•

Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert, co-creator
of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine

A Rotary dinner with guest speakers
Jonathan and Diana Cavendish.

•

Professor Louise Richardson,
Oxford University Vice-Chancellor

•

Gert-Jan Van Dommelen, End Plastic Soup

•

Chris Lubbe, Nelson Mandela’s bodyguard

•

Abdirahman Mahamud, World Health
Organisation

•

Helena Bowden-Brewer, District Director
of Toastmasters International

Jonathan produced the 2017 film ‘Breathe’
starring Claire Foy and Andrew Garfield, which
focused on his father, Robin’s struggle with
polio, supported by his mother Diana

Sunday, March 20th, 2022
•

Rotary Environmental Challenge (10am venues to be confirmed).

•

Oxford college tours, conducted by Rotary Scholars (10am).

Still time to book for conference

T

HERE is still time to register for the
District Conference in Oxford?

Registration has been made very
easy. You can also register directly
online at www.rotary1090conference.org or
download the form to complete, and email it to:
registrations@rotary1090conference.org
You will need to sort out payment separately
and a notice will be sent to you with details of
how to make a bank transfer.
The registration form will also have details
We have agreed a deal with Keble College
of the Friday evening dinner-theatre event, the
St Patrick’s day dinner at Keble College, and also and reserved rooms for delegates at £85
per night for a single ensuite room with bed and
the Rotary scholars tours of Oxford college, as
breakfast, and £115 for a double ensuite room.
well as a series of environmental challenges.
You can book accommodation by logging
Take up of these activities has been good, so
onto: www.keble.ox.ac.uk/conferences/
please get in quick because we are likely to be
accommodation/ and use the code ROTARY22
setting up a waiting list.
Separately, why not enjoy the complete
Oxford experience by staying at one of the
university colleges over the weekend?

Packages & prices
Full weekend delegate fee: £75
One day fee: £55
(full access to Friday or Saturday)
Rotaract, Interact, Rotary Scholar
weekend delegate fee: £55
Rotakids: Free
Friday evening dinner-theatre: £25
St Patrick’s Day dinner
@ Keble College: £65

As a Rotarian, you are also entitled to a
discount from the International Hotel Group,
which includes the Holiday Inn, Crowne Plaza,
InterContinental and a number of other chains,
which includes the voco Spires Hotel in Oxford.

All of the discounts can be found at: https://
my.rotary.org/en/membercenter/memberdiscounts
To use the Rotary code go to the IHG
website, search for the location/dates and insert
code 958388916.
When you choose which room you want, the
Rotary rate is usually the cheapest one. This rate
includes breakfast and free cancellation up to
4pm on the day of arrival. It will be great to get
back to a Rotary District conference and networking after a two-year break.

Register at: www.rotary1090conference.org

